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Abbreviations

1sg first person singular

2sg second person singular

3sg third person singular

ipl first person plural

2pl second person plural

3pl third person plural

1sgs 2sg/pl®  1sg subject 2sg/2pl object

acc accusative

abl ablative

all allative

poss/pers possessive/person

adj adjective

comp comparative

cond conditional

conj conjunctive-imperative

def definite

el elative

i1l illative

imp imperative

indef indefinite

iness inessive

inf infinitive

instr instrumental

pl plural

poss possessive

pres present

sublat sublative

sg singular

spr . superessive

O indicates that the preceding consonant has to be doubled
INO! stands before an ill-formed sentence/phrase/form
C consonant (in charts and formulae)
A% vowel (in charts and formulae)
9

stands before a sentence/phrase/form which is not used
by some speakers or obsolete

1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound
correspondences

1.1 The alphabet

The Hungarian alphabet has 44 letters. They are listed below together with
the pronunciation of the name of each letter in Hungarian. The transcrip-
tions appear in the International Phonetic

Alphabet (JPA).
a [2:] i [i:] s [ef:]
a [a:] ] [jel sz [es:]
b [be:] k [ka:] t [te:]
c [tse:] 1 [el:] ty [ce]
cs  [tfer] ly  [el(:)ipsilon] u [u:]
d [de:] m [em:] i [u:]
dz [dze] n [en:] i [y:]
dzs [d3e:] ny [en:] d [y:]
e [e:] o [o:] v [ve:]
é [e:] 6 [o:] w  [duplove]
f [ef:] o [#:] X [iks]
g [ge:] 6 {o:] y [ipsilon]
gy [3e] p [pel z [ze]
h [ha:] q [ku:] zs  [3e]
i [1:] r [er:]

Note that in the pronunciation of the name of a vowel letter, the vowel is
long even if the name refers to a short vowel sound. Thus, the last vowel
letter in hosszii 4 ‘long G’ and révid i ‘short U’ are spelt differently, but
are both pronounced with a phonetically long [y:] (unless one wants to
emphasize the difference). Note also that the names of consonant letters
that consist of a single closed syllable are pronounced with a final long
consonant (e.g.r =[er:], I=[el:], etc.) unless the syllable ends in a conso-
nant cluster x=[iks].

Acute accents on vowel letters represent length (and never stress). Thus,
[ is the long counterpart of i, & is the long counterpart of #, & is the long
counterpart of J, etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

Consonant letters (other than g, w, x, y) can be doubled to denote phonet-
ically long consonants, e.g. hall [holl] ‘hear, 0ll6 [ol:0:] ‘scissors’, csepp
[t/ep:] “drop’, roppan [rop:on], ‘crack’, kinn [kin:] ‘outside’, enni [en:i]
‘to eat’, etc. In the case of digraphs only the first letter is doubled to
express length, e.g. rifzzsal [ru:g:ol] ‘with lipstick’, meggy [mej:] ‘sour
cherry’, konny [kgn:] ‘pus’, klassz [klos:] ‘great’ etc. In a few words con-
sonant length is not indicated by the spelling: e.g. egy [e}:], lesz [les:].
This is always the case with one-syllable words that end in ¢k (a ‘foreign’
digraph): e.g. pech [pex:] *bad luck’, krach [krax:] ‘breakdown’, stich
[ftix:] ‘glitch’, etc.

The consonant letters g, w, x, y are ‘foreign’ the sense that they only appear
in foreign or archaic words such as Wesselényi [vefele:ni] (family name),
xerox [kseroks], yoghurt [jokhurt], quattrocento [kvotrotfento:], etc.
These letters cannot be doubled.

1.2 Vowels
Hungarian has the following vowels:

Sound Letter Example
(IPA symbol)
[i] i hisz
[1:] i tiz
[yl u it
[y:] d tiiz
[€] e nem
[e] é Jél
(2] 0 ot
[@:] 6 hés
[u] u fut
[u:] i suly
(o] o fog
[o] 0 szol
2] a nagy
[a] a nydl

In Hungarian, a vowel letter typically has a constant phonetic value, i.e.
generally there is a one-to-one correspondence between vowel letters and
vowel sounds. As a rule, a given vowel sound is represented by the same
vowel letter, and a given vowel letter always stands for the same vowel
sound. Irregular exceptions are proper names with archaic spelling, e.g.
Dessewffy [de3e:fi], Déry [de:ri), etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

Somewhat more regular differences between the spelling and the phonetic
value involve length (as opposed to quality). This length difference may
be systematic:

(i) Hungarian words/stems cannot end in short [¢, o], so loans ending
in o are regularly pronounced with [0:]: e.g. quattrocento [kvotro-
tfento:] ‘quattrocento’, anno [on:o:] ‘anno’, monoe [mono:] ‘mono’,
etc;

(ii) in colloquial standard Hungarian words/stems of more than one
syllable are pronounced with a final short [y, u] (even) if they end
in a vowel letter spelt with a long #, #i: compare #7 [ty:] ‘needle’ and
gyiri [yy:ry] ‘ring’, bii [bu:] ‘sorrow’ and dgyu [a:;yu] ‘cannon’,
etc.

Sometimes however the length difference is rather unpredictable: peosta
[po:fto] ‘post office’, szinhdz [sinha:z] ‘theatre’, ors [@:rf] ‘squad’, etc.

There are no diphthongs in standard Hungarian, so adjacent vowels are
pronounced as separate syllables: kialakul [kioloku:l] ‘develop’, fidé
[fia:e:] ‘that of his son’s’, etc. Adjacent identical short vowels other than
e, a can be pronounced as separate identical vowel sounds or as the cor-
responding long vowel: e.g. vdkuum ‘vacuum’ [va:kuum/va:kuw:m], zoold-
gia ‘zoology’, [zoolo:gio/zolo:gio], (cozapare leesik ‘fall down’ [legfik]
but not *[lefik]). Again, some archaically spelt proper names are excep-
tional, e.g. Gadl [ga:l], Wedres. [vergf], etc.

1.3 Consonants
Hungarian has the following consonants

Sound Letter Example
(IPA symbol)

[p] p pék
[b] b baks
[t] t pata
[d] d ad
[c] ty latyak
(3] gy megy
(k] k lakat
(g] g 8ép
] f kefe
[v] v teve




1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

[s] sz $z2ép

[z] z ez

[N s has

3] zs zsak
[ts] c lecke
[dz] dz dzéta
[tf] cs csok
[dzs] dzs dzsessz
[m] m lama
[n] n nem

[n] ny enyeleg
[ 1 hal

[r] r répa

[j] i ly J6, folyd
[h, x] h ha, doh

Each of the consonant sounds above exists in long (geminate) form as well,
e.g. [n:] fenn ‘up’; [ts:] hecc ‘prank’; [1:] hall ‘hear’; etc. In spelling, this is
indicated by doubling the consonant letter or the first letter of the digraph
that stands for the sound: secc ‘prank’, meccs ‘match’.

Within the word % is pronounced [h] before vowels (e.g. ha ‘if’, rohadt
‘rotten’, dohos ‘musty’) and [x] before consonants and at the end of the
word (e.g. doh ‘musty smell’, dohtél ‘from the musty smell”).

= Note that in the word cseh ‘Czech’ the letter h is not pronounced before
a consonant and word-finally: cseh ‘Czech’ [tfe], csehtsl ‘from (a)
Czecly’ [tfetg]], but csehek ‘Czech, pl” [tfehek]. Other words which
can behave in the same way (but have an alternative pronunciation with
pronounced 4 before a consonant and word-finally) include juh ‘sheep’,
méh ‘bee’, céh ‘guild’, diih ‘anger’, riih ‘scabies’, olah “Wallachian’.

The consonant letter to consonant sound correspondence is quite constant:
a given sound is usually spelt with the same letter (combination), and vice
versa a given letter (combination) usually stands for the same sound. Unsys-
tematic counterexamples are some archaically spelt proper names (e.g.
Széchenyi [se:tfe:nil], Kossuth [kofutl, Torkenczy [torkentsil), foreign
spellings (e.g. pech [pex] ‘bad luck’, Herz <brand name> [herts]) and
the sound [j] which is (unpredictably) sometimes spelt as j (hajé ‘ship’)
and sometimes as [y (folyé ‘river’). Assimilations that are not indicated by
the spelling are systematic counterexamples to the above rule. The major
ones are the following:
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.3.1 Regressive voice assimilation

The voiced obstruents [b, d, 3, g, dz, d3, v, z, 3] change to their voice-
less counterparts [p, ¢, k, ts, tf, f, s, []respectively, when followed by
the voiceless obstruents [p, t, c, k, ts, tf, f, s, [, h]: e.g. dobtam’ [dop-
tom] ‘I threw it’; ‘can give’ adhat [othot] ‘can give’; dgytd! ‘from (the)
bed’ [a:cto:l); fogtam [foktom] ‘I held it’; edzhet [etshet] ‘may train’;
szivtam [stftom] ‘I smoked it’; méztdl [me:stg:l] ‘from honey’; rizstol
[ruyto:l] “from lipstick’; etc.

The voiceless obstruents [p, t, ¢, k, ts, ¢, f, s, [] change to their voiced
counterparts [b, d, j, g, dz, d3, v, z, 3] respectively, when followed
by their voiced obstruents [b, d, §, g, dz, d3, z, 3]: e.g. képzés [ke:b-
zeyf] ‘training’; hétbdl [he:dbgl] “from seven’; zsdkbdl [3a:gbo:l] ‘out
of (the) bag’; ketrecben [ketredzben] ‘in (the) cage’, desbdl [a:dzbo:l]
‘from (a) carpenter’; széfben [se:vben] ‘in (the) safe’; mészbsl [me:z-
bg:1] “out of lime’; hasba [hozbo] ‘in (the) stomach’; etc.

" Note that [v] does not cause voice assimilation (i.e. the voiceless obstru-
ents [p, t, ¢, k, ts, tf, f, s, [] preceding [v] remain voiceless: nyolc-
van [goltsvon] ‘eighty’; ldtvdny [la:tva:n) ‘spectacle’; etc.); and 4
does not undergo voice assimilation (i.e. it does not become voiced
when followed by a voiced obstruent ([b, d, j, g, dz, d3, z, 3]: e.g.
dohbdl [doxbo:l] ‘from #he) musty smell’).

1.3.2 Degemination (shortening of long consonants)

Long consonants become short when preceded or followed by another
consonant: e.g. akftal [oktol] ‘with a nude’, varrtam [vortom] ‘I sewed’,
otthon [othon] ‘home’, etc.

1.3.3 Affrication (sz, s assimilation)

When the stops [t, d, ¢, j] are followed by [s], the combination is pro-
nounced as the geminate affricate [ts:]: e.g. metszet [mets:et] ‘etching’;
otodszor [otgts:gr] ‘for the fifth time’; négyszer [ne:ts:er] ‘four times’,
etc.

When the stops [t, d, ¢, j] are followed by [ f], the combination is pro-
nounced as the geminate affricate [tf]: e.g. kétség [ke:tf:e:g] ‘doubt’;
fdradsdg. [fa:rotfza:g] ‘trouble’; egység [etf-e:g] ‘unit’; etc.
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1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.3.4 Palatalization (j assimilation)

[t, d, ¢, §, n, 0, 1] become [c:, J:, c:, J:, 0, 11, j:] respectively, when
followed by [jl: e.g. ldtja [la:c:0] ‘s/he sees it’; adja [05:0] ‘s/he gives it’;
bdtyja [ba:c:o] ‘his/her elder brother’; nagyja [noy:0] ‘most of it’; szdnja
[sa:n:o] ‘his/her sleigh’; hdnyja [ha:n:o] ‘s/he throws it’; tolja [toj:0] ‘s/he
pushes it’; etc.

1.3.5 Nasal place assimilation

The nasal [n] becomes [m] before [p, b, m], [1] before [c, j, n], and
[n] before [k, g]. This is obligatory within the word (e.g. angyal [onjol]
‘angel’; gong [gong] ‘gong’), but optional across a word boundary (szén-
por [se:mpor, se:npor] ‘coal-dust’; nagyon kdros [nojogka:rof, noyon
ka:rof] ‘very harmful’; olyan mds [ojomma;f, ojonmayf] ‘so different’,
etc).

1.4 Vowel harmony

In Hungarian most suffixes harmonize with the stem they are attached to,
which means that most suffixes exist in two or three alternative forms
(alternants) differing in the suffix vowel, and the selection of the suffix
alternant is determined by the stem vowel(s). #

The basic facts are the following. Vowels either belong to the front set (i,
i,ii, i, e, é, o, 6) or the back set (u, i, 0, 6, a, d). Front vowels are either
rounded (i, &, &, &) or unrounded (i, 7, e, €).
Suffixes may be

a) Non-harmonic

These suffixes have just one form, which they do not change regard-
less what the stemn vowels are: e.g. -ig ‘until’, -ként ‘as’, -kor ‘at’, -né
‘Mrs., etc;

b) Harmonic two-form

“These suffixes have two alternative forms, one with one of the front
vowels and another containing one of the back vowels: e.g. -ban/-ben
‘in’; -16l/-t61 ‘from’; -ul/-il ‘in [a language]’, etc;

¢) Harmonic three-form

These suffixes have three alternative forms, one with the back vowel
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o0, another with the front unrounded vowel e, and a third with the front
rounded vowel d: e.g. -hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’, -on/-en/-én ‘on’, etc.

According to the rule of Vowel Harmony:

1) Back vowel stems (those that only contain back vowels) take the back
alternants of the two-form and three-form suffixes:
-ban/-ben ‘in’
-hoz/-hez/-héz ‘to’

hdzban ‘in (the) house’
hdzhoz ‘to (the) house’

ii) Front vowel stems (those that only contain front vowels) take the
front alternants of the two-form and three form suffixes:

-ban/-ben ‘in’
-hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’

kertben ‘in (the) garden’
kerthez ‘to (the) garden’

iii) Mixed vowel stems (those that contain back vowels and front vowels)
generally take the back alternants of the two-form and three-form
suffixes:

-ban/-ben ‘in’ tdnyérban ‘in (the) plate’
betydrban ‘in (the) outlaw’
papirban ‘in (the) paper’

vildgban ‘in (the) world’

-hoz/-hez/-hdz ‘to’ tanyérhoz ‘to (the) plate’
betydrhoz ‘to (the) outlaw’
papirhoz ‘to (the) paper’

vilaghoz ‘to (the) world’

o= If the last vowel of a mixed stem is e and there is a back vowel in the
preceding syllable, some stems take suffix alternants with a front vowel
(e.g. oktéberben ‘in October’), others vacillate (e.g. dzsungelban/dzsun-
gelben ‘in the jungle’).

iv) Stems with rounded front vowels (i, #, 0, 6) in their final syllable
take the rounded front (&) alternant of the three-form suffixes:

-hoz/-hez/-hoz ‘to’ korhoz ‘to (the) circle’

Jiilhéz ‘to (the) ear’

koron ‘on (the) circle’
fiilon ‘on (the) ear’

-on/-en/-én ‘on’

13



1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

sz Note that some three-form suffixes have the unrounded front alternant
after Lowering Stems: compare the plural suffix in fiilek ‘ears’ (a low-
ering stem) and kdrék “circles’ (a non-lowering stem). See the discus-

sion of Lowering Stems in Section 4.1.

sz Anti-harmonic stems: there are about 60 exceptional front vowel stems
(most of them with i/, some with ¢€) that take the back alternants of the

two-form and three form suffixes:

sirban ‘in (the) grave’

Examples include:

cél ‘aim’
derék ‘waist’
férfi ‘man’
fing ‘fart’
Jiu ‘son’
gyik ‘lizard’
héj ‘crust’
hid ‘bridge’
hiv ‘call’
hizik ‘get fat’
indit ‘start’
ij ‘bow’

ir ‘write’
iszik ‘drink’
nyil ‘arrow’
nyilik ‘open’
nyit ‘open’
sir ‘cry’

sir ‘grave’
szid ‘scold’
sziv ‘inhale’
visit ‘scream’
zsir ‘fat’
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sirhoz ‘to (the) grave’

célom ‘my aim’
derekam ‘my waist’
férfiak ‘men’
fingok ‘1 fart’

fiam ‘my son’
gytkom ‘my lizard’
héjam ‘my crust’
hidam ‘my bridge’
hivom ‘I call’
hizom ‘I get fat’
inditom ‘I start’
fjam ‘my bow’
from ‘I write’
iszom ‘I drink’
nyilam ‘my arrow’
nyilhat ‘may open’
nyitom ‘I open’
sirok ‘I cry’

sirom ‘my grave’
szidom ‘I scold’
szivom ‘I inhale’
visitom ‘I scream’
zsirom ‘my fat’

1. Pronunciation, letter-to-sound correspondences

1.5 Final a, e lengthening
Stem-final @ and e lengthen into 4 and € respectively before suffixes.

-t ‘acc’ -rol/-rol -ban/-ben -nak/-nek
‘about’ ‘in’ ‘for’
apa ‘father’ apdt apdrol apdban apdnak etc.
alma ‘apple’ almadt almdrol almaban almdnak  etc.
teve ‘camel’ tevét tevérol tevében tevének etc.

kefe ‘brush’ kefér keférsl kefében kefének etc.

== Note that there is no lengthening before some suffixes:

adjective forming -i megyei ‘county’ (adj.)
-ként ‘as’ faként ‘as a tree’
-kor ‘at the time of’ tdvoztakor ‘at the time of
his departure’
-sdg/ség ‘-ness’ katonasdg ‘army’
-szerif ‘-like’ faszerii ‘treelike’
-szor/-szer/-szor ‘times’ lambdaszor ‘multiplied by lambda’

1.6 Word stress 4

Stress always falls on the first syllable of the word in isolation. Words may
lose stress when incorporated into phrases and sentences.
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2. Articles

2.1

The indefinite article is egy. The definite article is a or az. The variant a is
used before consonant-initial words and az is used before vowel-initial
ones: a sas ‘the eagle’, az ajté ‘the door’.

In neutral (non-contrastive, non-emphatic sentences) the articles are not
stressed.

The articles may not receive inflectional or derivational endings (thus
they are not inflected for case, number, etc.).

a sas ‘the eagle’ a sasok ‘the eagles”  asasnak ‘for the eagle’
az ajté ‘the door’ az ajték ‘the doors’ az ajténak ‘for the door’
egy hal ‘a fish’ - egy halnak ‘for a fish’

2.2

The definite article is used before certain kinds of proper nouns, in partic-
ular, the names of mountain ranges (az Alpok ‘the Alps’), hills/mountains
{a Jdnos hegy ‘Janos hill’), rivers (@ Duna ‘the Danube’), seas (a Fekete
tenger ‘the Black Sea’), lakes (a Balaton ‘Lake Balaton’), regions (az Al-
fold ‘the Great Hungarian Plain’), streets (@ Csopaki utca ‘Csopaki Street’),
roads (a Rdkdéczi nt ‘Rékéczi Road’), squares (a Rdkdczi tér ‘Rékéezi
Square’), countries consisting of more than one unhyphenated word (az
Amerikai Egyesilt Allamok ‘the United States of America’), newspapers
(a Magyar Hirlap), books (az Edes Anna) and institutions (@ Magyar Tudo-
mdnyos Akadémia ‘the Hungarian Academy of Sciences’).

No article is used before the names of continents (Afrika ‘Africa’),
countries/states of one word or more than one hyphenated word (Magyar-
orszdg ‘Hungary’, Eszak-Irorszdg ‘Northern Ireland’), counties {(Baranya),
cities/ towns/villages (Budapest).

w=r In colloquial/informal usage the definite article is often used before
personal names (first names or surnames). This usage is sometimes
penalised by purists.
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2. Articles

informal formal
Hol van a Kristdf? Hol van Kristéf?

‘Where is Christopher?’

Beszéltem a Kovdcecesal. Beszéltem Kovdccsal,

‘I have talked to Kovics.

En még hallottam a Ruttkayt eléadni. En mé g hallottam Ruttkayt elSadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture.’
0 Note. that the colloquial use of the definite article before personal names
implies a degree of familiarity/irreverence/informality. Thus
En még hallottam a Ruttkayt Shakespeare-rél eléadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture on Shakespeare.
is OK, but

INo! En még hallottam a Ruttkayt a Shakespeare-rél eldadni.
‘I was fortunate enough to hear Ruttkay lecture on Shakespeare.

is unlikely to occur.

2.3

Usqally no article is used before nouns or noun phrases functioning as
subject complements:

Jdnos rendér.
‘John is a policeman’

A kobra Hhiill$.
“The cobra is a reptile”

FEinstein fizikus volt.
‘Einstein was a physicist.

Ez a hdz palota lesz.
“This house will be a palace.

e In colloquial usage the indefinite article is used before singular nouns

or noun phrases functioning as subject complements. This usage is
sometimes penalised by purists.

Jdnos egy rendor.

. FEinstein egy fizikus volt.
‘John is a policeman.

‘Einstein was a physicist.’

A kobra egy hiillé.

Ez a hdz egy palota les:.
‘The cobra is a reptile’

“This house will be a palace’

17



2. Articles

2.4

Note that (unlike in English) the definite article is used with uncouptable,
nouns and plural countable nouns even if the expression has generic ref-

erence.

may mean ‘beer in general’
‘Beer may be dangerous.

a sor
A sor veszélyes lehet.

may mean ‘girls in general’

a lanyok .
‘He/she/it was attracted to girls.

A ldnyokhoz vonzédott.
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3. Nouns

3.1 Structure

The noun in Hungarian consists of the stem plus five inflectional slots, i.e.
positions where inflectional suffixes can occur. The first slot indicates
NUMBER, the second slot indicates POSSESSIVE/PERSON, the third slot indi-
cates NOMINAL POSSESSIVE, the fourth slot indicates NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
NUMBER and the fifth slot indicates CASE. Each of these slots may be empty
as the unmarked status of these categories (singular, non-possessive, non-
possessor, singular possessed, nominative) is always a null suffix. The
NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER can only be plural if the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
slot is filled.

Thus, schematically the structure of the noun is:

&= Note that the first form above (the uninflected singular stem in nominal
case) is the usual ‘dictionary form’ for nouns in Hungarian.

= Note that grammatical gender does not exist in Hungarian.
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0 I i 1L 4 v \Y%
Stem + NUMBER +POSSESSIVE + (NOMINAL POSSESSIVE + NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER) + CASE
Examples:

0 I I 11 v v Gloss
¢ barat barat ‘friend’
| bardtot bardt ot “friend AcC’
- bardatok barat ok ‘friends’
- bardtom barat om ‘my friend’
: baraté bardt é ‘that of a friend’
. bardtomat bardt om at ‘my friend Acc’
* bardtomé bardt om é ‘that of my friend’
i bardtomét bardt om é t ‘that of my friend AcC’
" bardtoméit bardt om é i t ‘those of my friend Acc’
‘bardtaiméit  bardt ai m é { t ‘those of my friends acc’



3. Nouns

3.2 Number
The singular is unmarked in Hungarian.

3.2.1

The plural is a harmonising three-form suffix -ok/-ek/-6k where the choice
of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section

tokok ‘pumpkins’
siinok ‘hedgehogs’

emberek ‘people’
rétek ‘meadows’

lanyok ‘girls’
csokok ‘kisses’
s= The suffix vowel is a/e instead of the regular o/e/d after Lowering Stems

(see Section 4.1), a appears after back-vowel stems and e appears after
all front-vowel stems (including the ones that have a rounded vowel

in the stem-final syllable).

falak ‘walls’ szégek ‘nails’

fogak ‘teeth’ fiilek ‘ears’
The suffix vowel is unstable: it does not appear if the stem ends in a vowel.
Thus, the plural is -k after vowel-final stems:

hollok ‘ravens’ kocsik ‘carts’ vésdk ‘chisels’

3.2.2
The plural is the suffix -i/-jai/-jei/-ai/-ei (instead of -ok/-ek/-0k/-k) if the
noun is marked for POSSESSIVE/PERSON:
holldim ‘my ravens’ kalapjaim ‘my hats’ ldnyaim ‘my daughters’
vésdim ‘my chisels’ kertjeim ‘my gardens’ szemeim ‘my eyes’
For the choice between the variants see Section 3.3 on POSSESSIVE/PERSON
suffixes.

3.3 Possessive/Person

The noun referring to the thing possessed is marked with the POSSESSIVE/
PERSON suffix: (botom ‘my stick’, boturk ‘our stick’, etc.).

3.3.1
The suffixes expressing the possessor of singular possessed nouns are the
following:
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Singular possessed

Isg  -om/-em/-om 1pl  -unk/-iink
-m -nk
2sg  -od/-ed/-6d 2pl  -otoki-etekl-otok
-d -tok/-tekl-tok
3sg  -jal-je 3pl  -juk/-jiik
-al-e -uk/-~iik

The.se suffixes are harmonizing two- or three-form suffixes where the
ch01§:e of the appropriate variant is determined by Vowel Harmony (See
Section 1.4).

bot ‘stick’ kés ‘knife’ kor ‘circle’
1sg  botom késem kérom

2sg  botod késed kérod

3sg  botja kése kdre

1pl  botunk késiink kériink
2pl  bototok késetek korotok
3pl  boyjuk késiik koriik

The initial vowel in the 1st and 2nd person suffixes is unstable and does
not appear after vowel-final stems.

hajé ‘ship’ Erzsi ‘Beth’ kesztyd “glove’
Isg  hajom Erzsim kesztyiim

2sg  hajod Erzsid kesztyiid

3sg  hajéja Erzsije kesztyiije

1pl  hajonk Erzsink kesztyiink

2pl  hajotok Erzsitek kesztyiitok

3pl  hajéjuk Erzsijiik kesztyiijiik

w The initial suffix vowel is a/e instead of the regular o/e/é in the 2nd
person (singular and plural) and the 1st person singular after Lowering
Stems (see Section 4.1). a appears after back-vowel stems and e appears
after all front-vowel stems (including the ones that have a rounded
vowel in the stem-final syllable).

fog ‘tooth’ fiil ‘ear’ fog ‘tooth’ fiil ‘ear’
1sg  fogam fiilem 1pl  fogunk Siiliink
2sg  fogad fiiled 2pl  fogatok fiiletek
3sg  foga fiile 3pl  foguk Siiliik
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The choice between the j-less and the j-initial variants in the 3rd person
(singular and plural) is determined partly by the last sound of the stem
and partly by the class the stem belongs to:

Vowel-final stems take j-initial variants (e.g. hajdja ‘his/herfits ship’).
Consonant-final stems take j-less variants if the final consonant is 52, 2,
s, z8, ¢, S, ty, gy, ny, j, Iy, m, h (e.g. hegye ‘his/her/its mountain’, ldnya
‘his/her/its daughter’, szeme ‘his/her/its eye’, etc). Other conspnant—ﬁngl
stems may (more-or-less unpredictably) take the j-initial vgnants (botja
‘his/her/its stick’, padja ‘his/her/its bench’, karja ‘his/her/its arm’, etc.)
or the j-less one (széle ‘his/her/its edge, vére ‘his/her/its blood’, etc.)

Alternating Stems and Lowering Stems usually take j-less variants

(bokra ‘his/her/its bush’, hala ‘his/herfits fish’; see Chapter 4 and Sec-
tion 4.1).

s Note that there are many irregularities (e.g. bifne ‘his/her/its sin’, farm-
ja ‘his/her/its farm’, reggele ‘his/her/its morning’, etc.)

3.3.2
The suffixes expressing the possessor of plural possessed nouns are the

following:
Plural possessed
1sg -i/-jail-jei/-ai/-ei + -m Ipl  -i/-jail-jeil-ail-ei + -nk
2sg  -il-jail-jeil-ail-ei + -d 2pl  -il-jail-jei/-ail-ei + -tok/-tek
3sg  -i/-jail-jeil-ail-ei + ¢ 3pl  -i/-jail-jeil-ai/-ei + -k
The plural possessed suffixes consist of the plural marker and the POSSES-
SIVE/PERSON markers. The latter have just one form except in the 2nd per-

son plural where it is the harmonizing two-form suffix -fok/zek. The choice
between the variants is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

botjaitok ‘youry sticks’
boraitok ‘youry wines’

késeitek ‘youry, knives’
koreitek ‘your, circles’

w= Note that there is no marker in the 3rd person singular.

The choice of the plural before the POSSESSIVE/PERSON marker is deter-
mined by several factors.
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The non-harmonizing -i variant appears if the stem ends in a vowel which
is not i:

hajo ‘ship’ kesztyil ‘glove’  hajo ‘ship’ kesztyil ‘glove’

1sg hajoim kesztyiiim 1pl  hajéink kesztyldink
2sg  hajoid kesztyiiid 2pl  hajsitok kesztytitek
3sg hajoi kesztylii 3pl  hajsik kesztyiiik

If the stem itself ends in an i, the suffix is always harmonizing -jai/-jei. The
choice between -jai/-jei is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

Erzsi ‘Beth’ kocsi ‘car’ Erzsi ‘Beth’ kocsi ‘car’
1sg Erzsijeim kocsijaim I1pl Erzsijeink  kocsijaink
2sg  Erzsijeid kocsijaid 2pl Erzsijeitek  kocsijaitok
3sg Erzsijei  kocsijai 3pl Erzsijeik kocsijaik

The choice between the j-less and j-initial variants of the suffix express-
ing plural possessed is determined by the same factors as in the case of the
singular possessed 3™ person forms discussed above. If a form for singu-
lar possessed is j-less, it is j-less for plural possessed too — if it is j-initial
for singular possessed, it is j-initial for plural possessed as well.

The choice between the variant in a7 as opposed to eis determined by
Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

bot ‘stick’ kés ‘knife’ kér ‘circle’
1sg botjaim késeim koreim

2sg  botjaid késeid koreid

3sg botjai kései korei

1pl " botjaink késeink kireink
2pl  botjaitok késeitek koreitek
3pl botjaik késeik koreik

s Note that the j-initial suffix variants may cause assimilation which is
unindicated in the spelling (e.g.padja [poj:0]). For the actual pronun-
ciation of the consonant clusters consisting of a consonant+j see Section
1.3.4 on Palatalization.

3.4 Nominal possessive

The NOMINAL POSSESSIVE is used when the possessor noun occurs alone
standing for the whole possessive construction (noun phrase). The nominal
possessive suffix is non-harmonic -é:
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Compare:

Az a kutya a ldnyom kutydja.
That dog is my daughter’s dog.

Az a kutya a lanyomé.
That dog is my daughter’s.
Az a kényv a tandré.

That book is the teacher’s.

bofé ‘that of the stick’
boré ‘that of the wine’
hajéé ‘that of the ship’

Az a kényv a tandr kdnyve.
That book is the teacher’s book.
késé ‘that of the knife’

koré ‘that of the circle’

kocsié ‘that of the car’

See Section 23.1 on the Possessive Construction.

3.5 Nominal possessive number

The plural marker of the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE NUMBER is the non-harmo-
nic suffix -i which only appears together with the NOMINAL POSSESSIVE
mark -¢ and expresses that there is more than one thing possessed by the
referent of the noun: ‘

Azok a kutydk a ldnyoméi. Azok a kutydk a lanyom kutydi.
Those dogs are my daughter’s.  Those dogs are my daughter’s dogs.

Azok a kdnyvek a tandréi, Azok a kdnyvek a tandr kdnyvel.
Those books are the teacher’s.  Those books are the teacher’s books.

késéi ‘those of the knife’
koréi ‘those of the circle’
kocsiéi ‘those of the car’

¥

botéi ‘those of the stick’
boréi ‘those of the wine’
hajoéi ‘those of the ship’

3.6 Case

In Hungarian a lot of the prepositional meanings found in English are
expressed by cases. The case suffixes and case(-like) endings are the fol-
lowing (approximately equivalent English prepositions are given when
possible):

Form(s Name
A ¢ NOMINATIVE
-ot/-et/-ot/-t ACCUSATIVE
-nak/-nek DATIVE ‘to, for’
B -val/-vel INSTRUMENTAL ‘with’
-ért CAUSAL-FINAL ‘for’
-vd[-vé TRANSLATIVE ‘(turning) into’
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-ban/-ben INESSIVE ‘in’
-on/-en/-énf-n SUPERESSIVE ‘on’
-ndl/-nél ADESSIVE ‘at’

D -ba/-be ILLATIVE ‘into’
-bol/-bdl ELATIVE ‘out of”’
-rolf-rél DELATIVE ‘from, about’
-ral-re SUBLATIVE ‘onto’
-tol/-t61 ABLATIVE ‘from’
-hoz/-hez/-hoz ALLATIVE ‘to’

-ig TERMINATIVE ‘up to, until’

E -kor TEMPORAL ‘at’
-ontaf-ente/-dnte/ DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL  ‘repeatedly,

-ntal-nte every...
F -onként/-enként/ DISTRIBUTIVE ‘repeatedly,
-Onként/-nként every...
-ostul/-estiil/ ASSOCIATIVE ‘together with’
-Ostiil{-stul/-stiil
-ként FORMALIS ‘as, like’
-il ESSIVE ‘as, like’

3.6.1 Functions

The cases in group A are syntactic cases, i.e. their use is determined by
the function of the word in the sentence/construction. The subject in a
Hungarian sentence is in the NOMINATIVE (Miklés ajdndékot adott Kris-
téfnak. Kristdéfnak ajandékot adott Miklés. ‘Nicholas gave Christopher a
present.’), the direct object is in the ACCUSATIVE (Miklés ajandékot adott
Kristofnak. Kristéfnak ajdndékot adott Mikiés. ‘Nicholas gave Christopher
a present.’), and the indirect object is usually in the DATIVE (Miklds ajdn-
dékot adott Kristéfnak. Kristéfnak ajandékot adott Miklés. ‘Nicholas gave
Christopher a present’.) Some verbs and complex verbs in infinitival con-
structions take a DATIVE subject (Kristdfnak kell rdjénnie. ‘Christopher
must find out., see Section 23.5.2). The DATIVE is also used in the posses-
sive construction (Kristéfnak az ajdndéka ‘Christopher’s present’, see
Section 23.1). Note that the DATIVE has non-syntactic uses as well, e.g.
Nekiddlt a falnak. ‘He leaned against the wall’

The cases in group B express ‘instrument’ (INSTRUMENTAL, e.g. Baltdval
vdgta a f4t. ‘He cut wood with an axe’ ), ‘purpose’ (CAUSAL-FINAL, €.g.
A szabadsdgért harcoltak. ‘They fought for freedom.) and ‘result’ (TRANSLA-
TIVE, e.g. Pillangévd vdltozott. ‘She turned into a butterfly.’).
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The cases in group C relate to place. For example, A szobdban olvas.
‘(S)he is reading in the room.” (INESSIVE).

The cases in group D express direction. Some of them can be used in both
spatial and temporal senses, e.g. Elsérdlt a hdzig. ‘He walked up to the
house.’; Nyolcig dolgozunk. ‘We work until eight.” (TERMINATIVE).

The cases in group E have to do with time. For example, Taldlkozzunk
nyolckor. ‘Let’s meet at eight’(TEMPORAL); Naponta taldlkoztunk. ‘We
met every day/daily.’ (DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL).

The cases in group F are a mixed bag. The DISTRIBUTIVE is like the DISTRIB-
UTIVE-TEMPORAL, but it can be used non-temporally (Kényvenként adom
el a kényvtdramat. ‘1 am selling my library by the book.’). Other exam-
ples: Kutydstul beugrott a t6ba. ‘(S)he/it jumped into the lake together
with her/his/its dog.’; Emberként nem fogadhatom el az egyenlétlenséget.
‘As a human being I cannot accept inequality.’; Emberiil viselkedett. ‘(S)he
behaved as a human being’.

o= In addition to these uses, verbs/nouns/adjectives often require that their
dependent noun(s) appear in a certain case (‘government’). The required
cases are (more-or-less) unpredictable and must be learnt separately
for each verb/noun/adjective. For example, vagyik N+SUBLATIVE ‘long
for N’: Békére vdgyik. ‘(S)he/it longs for peace’; alkalmazkodik N+ALLA-
TIVE ‘adapt to N’: Alkalmazkodtunk a meleg idéjardshoz. “We adapted
to the hot weather’; szerelmes N+ILLATIVE ‘in love with N° Szerelmes
Amanddba. ‘(S)he/it is in love with Amanda’.

3.6.2 Forms

Some of the case suffixes are harmonizing three-form suffixes (like -hoz/
-hez/-hoz) or two-form suffixes (like -nak/-nek), others are non-harmonic
(like -kor). The choice between the variants of the harmonic suffixes is
determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

dob ‘drum’ szem ‘eye’ kod ‘fog’
NOMINATIVE dob szem kod
ACCUSATIVE dobot szemet kadot
DATIVE dobnak szemnek kodnek
INSTRUMENTAL dobbal szemmel koddel
CAUSAL-FINAL dobért szemért kodért
TRANSLATIVE dobbd szemmé koddé
INESSIVE dobban szemben kodben
SUPERESSIVE dobon szemen kodon
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ADESSIVE dobnadl szemnél kddnél
ILLATIVE dobba szembe kodbe
ELATIVE dobbol szembol kodbol
DELATIVE dobrol szemrol kédrél
SUBLATIVE dobra szemre kodre
ABLATIVE dobtol szemtol kodtol
ALLATIVE dobhoz szemhez kodhioz
TERMINATIVE dobig szemig kodig
DISTRIBUTIVE dobonként szemenként kodonként
ASSOCIATIVE dobostul szemestiil kodostiil
FORMALIS dobként szemként kodként

3.6.2.1 temporal and distributive-temporal

The TEMPORAL and the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL suffixes behave as normal
harmonic suffixes, but only combine with temporal expressions (naponta,
‘every day’, hetente, ‘every week’, csiitortokonte, ‘every Thursday’).

3.6.2.2 accusative
The initial vowel of the ACCUSATIVE -ot/-et/-4t is unstable.
(i) It does not appear (and thus we get the -¢ variant)
a. if the stem ends in a vowel s
hajét ‘ship+acc’ kocsit ‘car+ACC’ kesztytit ‘glove+acc’

b. if the stem ends in a vowel followed by the consonants sz, z, s, Zs,
J, v, L1 n, ny, ssz, zz, ss, ll, rr, nn, nny, ns, nsz, nz.

részt ‘part+ACC’ dzsesszt ‘jazz4+AaccC’
gozt ‘vapour+Aacc’ vigydzzt ‘ Attention!+AccC’
kést ‘kinfe+acc’ brosst ‘brooch+acc’
gardzst ‘garage+AcCC’

séhajt ‘sigh+acc’

sulyt “‘weight+acc’

dalt ‘song+AcC’ futballt ‘football+acc’
bort ‘wine+AcC’ orrt ‘nose+ACC’
szint ‘colour+AccC’ finnt ‘Finn+acc’
lanyt ‘girl+Aacc’ genny(e)t  ‘pus+accC’
protestanst ‘protestant+acc’

reneszdnszt ‘renaissance+AcCC’

pénzt ‘money+ACC’
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(ii) The unstable vowel appears

a. when the stem ends in a consonant or consonant cluster other than
the ones listed above:

dobot ‘drum+acc’ szemet ‘eye+ACC’ kadot ‘fog+acc’

b. if the stem is a Lowering Stem, in which case the unstable vowel is
irregularly a/e (see Section 4.1 on noun stems). The choice of a vs.
e is determined by Vowel Harmony (See Section 1.4):

1z Note that the accusative of Lowering Stems does have a vowel even
when the stem happens to end in a consonant after which there is no
vowel in regular stems.

hasat ‘stomach+AcC’ tehenet ‘cow+ACC’  fiilet ‘ear+acc’
varat ‘castle+acc’ vizet ‘water+AcC’ kdnnyet ‘tear+AccC’

= Note that the unstable vowel appears in the accusative of Vowel-delet-
ing Stems even when they happen to end in a consonant after which
there is no vowel in a regular stem. (See Section 4.2).
okol “fist’ oklot “fist+acc’
okor ‘ox’ oklot ‘OX+ACC’

3.6.2.3 superessive, associative, distributive-temporal, distributive

The initial vowel of the SUPERESSIVE (-on/-en/-6n), the ASSOCIATIVE (-ostul/
-estiil/-ostiil) the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL (-onta/-ente/-Gnte) and the DIS-
TRIBUTIVE (-onként/-enként/-Onként/-nként) is unstable: it does not appear
after stems ending in a vowel:

SUPERESSIVE ASSOCIATIVE DISTRIBUTIVE
hajon hajostul hajonként

‘on (a) ship’ ‘together with (a) ship’ ‘for every ship’
kocsin kocsistul kocsinként

‘on (a) car’ ‘together with (a) car’ ‘for every car’
tevén tevéstiil tevénként

‘on (a) camel’ ‘together with (a) camel’ ‘for every camel’

After Lowering Stems (See Chapter 4 on noun stems) the initial vowel
of .the the ASSOCIATIVE, the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL, the DISTRIBUTIVE,
but not the SUPERESSIVE is -ale instead of the regular -o/e/d:
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ASSOCIATIVE DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL ~ DISTRIBUTIVE
fogastul nyaranta foganként
‘together with (a) tooth’  ‘every summer’ ‘for every tooth
fejestiil telente fejenként
‘together the head’ ‘every winter’ ‘per head
fiilestiil - fiilenként ,
‘together with (an) ear’ ‘for every ear

SUPERESSIVE

fogon ‘on (a) tooth’
BUT fejen ‘on the head’

fiilén ‘on (an) ear’

3.6.2.4. instrumental, translative o
The INSTRUMENTAL (-val/-vel) and the TRANSLATIVE (-vd/-vé) are only v-ini-
tial after stems that end with a vowel:

INSTRUMENTAL TRANSLATIVE

hajoval ‘with (a) ship’ hajévd ‘(turn) @nto a ship’
kocsival ‘with (a) car’ kocsivd ‘(turn) into a car
kesztyiivel ~“with (a) glove’ kesztyiivé “(tumn) into a glove

Otherwise, when the stem ends with a consonant, the initial v of -val/-vel,
-vd/-vé becomes identical with the stem-final consonant:

INSTRUMENTAL TRANSLATIVE

dobbal ‘with (a) drum’ dobbd ‘(turn) into a drum’
szemmel ‘with (an) eye’ szemmé  ‘(turn) into an eye’ .
tokkel ‘with (a) pumpkin’  tokké ‘(turn) into a pumpkin

s Not all v-initial suffixes behave in this way. There are non-alternating
v-inital suffixes as well (such as -van ‘-ty’: hatvan ‘sixty’, deverbal
noun-forming -vdny/-vény: ldtvdny ‘sight’, deverbal adverb-forming
-ya/-ve: lopva ‘stealthily’), which are y-initial after vowel-final stems,
but whose initial v remains unchanged even after consonant-final stems.
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Hungarian stems typically do not change when suffixes are added to them.
Regular exceptions to this generalisation result from the sound rules dis-
cussed in Chapter 1: Regressive Voice Assimilation (Section 1.3.1), Degem-
ination (Section 1.3.2), Affrication (Section 1.3.3), Palatalization (Section
1.3.4), Nasal Place Assimilation (Section 1.3.5), and Final a, ¢ Lengthen-
ing (Section 1.5). These are regular in the sense that they automatically
and exceptionlessly apply to the last sound of every stem that comes under
the purview of any of these rules. Regressive Voice Assimilation, Degem-
ination, Affrication, Palatalization and Nasal Place Assimilation are not
indicated by the spelling, but Final a, e Lengthening is.

There are, however, some irregular stem types, which do change when
suffixes are added to them or cause unpredictable changes in the suffixes.
The nominal ones are the following:

4.1 Lowering Stems

Lowering Stems do not change themselves, but cause some irregularities
in the choice of the suffix variants. After these stems

(1) the suffix-initial unstable vowel is -a/e instead of the regular -o/e/é
(not in the Superessive!), and

(ii) the unstable vowel of the accusative is retained even after stem-final
consonants that otherwise cause the deletion of the unstable vowels.

Compare

REGULAR STEM LOWERING STEM

dalok ‘song+pPL’ falak ‘wall+pL’

kételyek ‘doubt+pL’ helyek  ‘place+pL’

tejfélom ‘sour cream+POSS/PERS:1sg’ blem ‘lap+POSS/PERS: 1sg’
dalt ‘song+acc’ falat ‘wall+Acc’

kételyt  ‘doubt+acc’ helyet ‘place+acc’

tejfolt  ‘sour cream+POSS/PERS: 1sg’ olet ‘lap+acc’
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v For further examples see Section 3.2.1 for the PLURAL, Section 3.3.
for the relevant POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes, and Section 3.6.2. for the
ACCUSATIVE, the SUPERESSIVE, the ASSOCIATIVE, the DISTRIBUTIVE-TEM-
PORAL and the DISTRIBUTIVE.

The following is a list of some common nominal Lowering Stems:

agdr  ‘greyhound’ hid ‘bridge’ rud ‘pole’
ag ‘branch’ hold ‘moon’ sdr ‘mud’
agy ‘brain’ hé ‘snow’ sugdr ‘ray’
agy ‘bed’ holgy  ‘lady’ szamdr ‘donkey’ -
ar ‘price’ in ‘tendon’ szakdll ‘beard’
drny ‘shadow’ kandl  ‘spoon’ szdj ‘mouth’
bogdr ‘beetle’ kéz ‘hand’ szdrny ‘wing’
bdj ‘charm’ kosar  ‘basket’ szél ‘wind’
bél ‘bowels’ kénny ‘tear’ szén ‘coal’
csik ‘stripe’ kényv  ‘book’ 526 ‘word’
csé ‘pipe’ ké ‘stone’ 5208 ‘nail’
csond  ‘silence’ kit ‘well’ szérny ‘monster’
dardzs ‘wasp’ lab ‘leg’ szliz ‘virgin’
daru  ‘crane’ levél  ‘leaf’ tal ‘dish’
dél ‘noon’ 16 ‘horse’ talp ‘sole’
ér ‘vein’ lud ‘goose’ tdrgy  ‘object’
ész ‘mind’ lyuk ‘hole’ tdrs ‘partner’
fal ‘wall’ maddr ‘bird’ tehén  ‘cow’
falu ‘village’ mdj ‘liver’ tej ‘milk’
fej ‘head’ mell ‘breast’ teti ‘louse’
fél ‘half’ méz ‘honey’ tel ‘winter’
férj ‘husband’ mész  ‘lime’ tér ‘square’
fondal  ‘thread’ mocsdr ‘marsh’ t6 ‘lake’
fog ‘tooth’ mil ‘work of art’ toll ‘feather’
fold ‘earth, ground’ nyak  ‘neck’ té ‘stem’
fiil ‘ear’ nydr ‘summer’ tégy ‘udder’
i ‘grass’ nyél ‘handle’ télgy  ‘oak’
gally  ‘twig’ nyil ‘arrow’ térzs  ‘tribe’
gyar ‘factory’ nyul ‘rabbit’ tiiz ‘fire’
haj ‘hair’ oldal  ‘side’ ur ‘gentleman’
hal “fish’ ) ‘lap’ ut ‘road’
has ‘stomach’ oy ‘belt’ ugy ‘affair’
haz ‘house’ pardzs ‘ash’ urtigy ‘pretext’
héj ‘peel’ pohdr  ‘glass, cup’ ujj ‘finger’
hely ‘place’ réz ‘copper’ vagy ‘desire’
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var ‘castle’ vall ‘shoulder’ viz ‘water’
vaj ‘butter’ vdszon ‘linen’ volgy  ‘valley’

Although it is unpredictable which nominal stem is a Lowering Stem, some
irregular noun classes are always lowering as well. All nominal v-stems
and Vowel-shortening Stems are Lowering Stems (See Sections 4.3 and
4.4).

4.1.1 Lowering suffixes

Not only stems, but suffixes may be lowering too. For example, the PLURAL
and the POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes lower:

bardtokat  ‘stick+PLURAL+ACC’
bardtomatr ‘stick+POSS/PERS:1sg+ACC’

compare bardtot ‘stick+acc’

The noun-forming -sdg/-ség ‘-ship, -ness’ does not:

bardtsdgot ‘friend+ship+acc’ compare bardtot ‘stick+Acc’

w= Inflectional suffixes are lowering, derivational suffixes are non-lower-
ing (unless they are adjective-forming [See Chapter 22 on derivational
suffixes])

Some stems are subject to changes depending on the shape of the suffix
(alternating stems). The nominal ones are the following:

4.2 Vowel-deleting Stems

These stems all end in a vowel followed by a single consonant. The vowel
preceding the stem-final consonant is regularly o/e/d (there are four excep-
tional nominal stems: vacak ‘worthless thing’, kazal ‘haystack’, ajak ‘lip’,
bajusz ‘moustache’).

In Vowel-deleting Stems the vowel preceding the stem-final consonant
deletes if the suffix attached to the stem begins with a vowel. Suffixes
with initial unstable vowels keep their suffix-initial vowels and behave
like vowel-initial suffixes:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

bokor ‘bush’ bokorbarn ‘in (a) bush’

bokrok ‘bushes’
eper ‘strawberry’ eperben ‘in (a) strawberry’ eprek ’strawberries’
okor ‘ox’ okorber  ‘in (an) ox’ okrék ‘oxen’
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TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é are excep-
tional because they begin with a vowel, but do not cause vowel deletion
in Vowel-deleting Stems:

-ig -ért -é
bokor ‘bush’ bokorig bokorért bokoré
eper ‘strawberry’ eperig eperért eperé
okor  ‘ox’ okorig okorért okoré

ez Note that in the ACCUSATIVE the unstable vowel of the accusative suffix
appears after Vowel-deleting Stems even when they happen to end in
a consonant after which there is no vowel in the ACCUSATIVE in a regu-
lar stem. (See Section 3.6.2.2).

okél “fist’ oklot “fist+acc’

okor ‘ox’ okrot ‘oX+AcCC’

haszon ‘profit’ hasznot ‘profit+acc’
torony ‘tower’ tornyot ‘tower+Aacc’
bagoly ‘owl baglyot ‘owl+acc’

bajusz ‘moustache’ bajszot ‘moustache+AccC’

ez Some nominal Vowel-deleting Stems are Lowering Stems as well.

“The following is a list of some common nominal Vowel-deleting Stems
(the underlined ones are Lowering Stems):

ajak ‘lip’ arok ‘tail’

dlom ‘dream’ fdjdalom ‘pain’
drok ‘trench’ fatyol ‘veil’

dtok ‘curse’ félelem ‘fear’
bagoly ‘owl’ fészek ‘nest’
bajusz ‘moustache’ figyelem ‘attention’
bator ‘brave’ fogalom ‘notion’
birodalom ‘empire’ forgalom ‘traffic’
bokor ‘bush’ forradalom ‘revolution’
csokor ‘bunch of flowers’ fogoly ‘prisoner’
cukor ‘sugar’ godor ‘pothole’
dolog ‘thing’ gyomor ‘stomach’
eper ‘strawberry’ gyotrelem  ‘suffering’
ezer ‘thousand’ gybzelem  ‘victory’
érem ‘medal’ haszon ‘profit’
értelem ‘sense’ hatalom ‘power’
érzelem ‘emotion’ hdrom ‘three’
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iker ‘twin’ pokol ‘hell’
irodalom  ‘literature’ sarok ‘corner’
izgalom ‘excitement’ sdtor ‘tent’
izom ‘muscle’ selyem ‘silk’
jutalom ‘reward’ szatyor ‘bag’
kapocs ‘clasp’ Szerelem ‘love’
kereskedelem ‘commerce’ szirom ‘petal’
kényelem  ‘comfort’ szobor ‘sculpture’
kéreg ‘bark of a tree’ tarsadalom ‘society’
korom ‘soot’ telek ‘land’
kolyok ‘kid’ terem ‘hall’
korom ‘pail’ titok ‘secret’
malom ‘mill’ torok ‘throat’
marok ‘grip’ torony ‘tower’
meder ‘riverbed’ torténelem  ‘history’
majom ‘monkey’ tiicsok ‘cricket’
méreg ‘poison’ tiikor ‘mirror’
obol ‘bay’ tiirelem ‘patience’
dkol “fist’ vacak ‘worthless thing’
okor ‘ox’ vdszon ‘linen’
olom ‘lead’ veszedelem ‘danger’
piszok “filth’ vodor ‘bucket’

s Note that all Hungarian nouns ending in -alom/-elem are Vowel-delet-
ing Stems.

ez Note that vowel-deleting nouns ending in -alom are all Lowering Stems.
(Nouns ending in -elem are also Lowering Stems, but this in unde-
tectable in Standard Hungarian [the dialect described in this book]).

r= Note that in three words pehely ‘fluff’, kehely ‘chalice’ and teher
‘weight’, not only is there a vowel loss, but the consonants flanking
the unstable stem vowel change places when the vowel is deleted:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

terhek ‘weights’
kelyhek ‘chalices’
pelyhek ‘fluffs’

teherben ‘in (a) weight’
kehelyben’in (a) chalice’
pehelyben ‘in (a) fluff’

teher ‘weight’
kehely ‘chalice’
pehely ‘fluff’

34

4. Noun stems

4.3 v-stems

There are a small number of stems that end in a vowel in isolation and
before a consonant-initial suffix, but end in the consonant v when fol-
lowed by a vowel-initial suffix.

sr TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é do not
trigger the changes to the stems described below, i. e. although they
are vowel-initial, the shape of v-stems preceding them is the same as
in isolation. (e.g. tdig, faluért, t3¢é etc.)

s Note that all nominal v-stems are also Lowering Stems (e.g. lovak ‘hors-
es’, csévek ‘pipes’).

4.3.1 v-adding Stems

L6 ‘horse’, fil ‘grass’, nyd ‘maggot’, tJ ‘stem’, , ¢sé ‘pipe’, kJ ‘stone’, mif
‘work of art’, 46 ‘snow’, szo ‘word’ and ¢6 ‘lake’ add a final v before vowel-
initial suffixes (suffixes with an unstable initial vowel count as vowel-ini-
tial suffixes).

4.3.1.1
L6 ‘horse’, fil ‘grass’, nyil ‘“maggot’, tJ ‘stem’, csé ‘pipe’, kJ ‘stone’ shorten
their vowels when they take a v before a vowel-initial suffix:
C-initial suffix V-initjal suffix
lo  ‘horse’ léban  ‘in (a) horse’ lovak ‘horses’
csé  ‘pipe’ csében ‘in (a) pipe’ csovek ‘pipes’

= Note that the vowel of miZ ‘work of art’ is a v-adding Stem, but does not
shorten: mivek ‘works of art’.

4.3.1.2
In the three stems /6 ‘snow’, sz6 ‘word’ and 6 ‘lake’ stem-final 6 changes
into av before a vowel-initial suffix:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix

hé  ‘snow’ hoéban  ‘in snow’ havat  ‘snow+AcCC’
sz6 ‘word’ szoban ‘in (a) word’ szavak ‘words’
to  ‘lake’ téban  ‘in (a) lake’ tavak  ‘lakes’

= Note that the Accusative of szé6 ‘word’ is szor.
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4.3.2 VoWeI-to-v Stems

In the three stems falu ‘village’, daru ‘crane,,,’ and fetif ‘louse’ the stem-
final vowel changes into v before a vowel-initial suffix:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix
falu ‘village’ faluban ‘in (a) village’ falvak ‘villages’
daru ‘crane’ darubar ‘in (a) crane’ darvak ‘cranes’
tetii ‘louse’ tetdtben ‘in (a) louse’ tetvek  ‘lice’

sz Note that these stems can be used in a regular non-alternating way
(e.g. faluk ‘villages’) and sometimes it is more usual to use them in a
regular way (e.g. darut ‘crane+AacCcC’, tetiit ‘louse+ACC’).

4.4 Vowel Shortening Stems

Some stems shorten their last (or only) stem vowel when followed by
vowel-initial suffixes:

C-initial suffix V-initial suffix
nydr ‘summer’, nydrban ‘in (a) summer’  nyarak ‘summers’
kéz ‘hand’ kézben ‘in (a) hand’ kezek ‘hands’
tiiz  ‘fire’ tiizben ‘in (a) fire’ tiizek  ‘fires’

1= TERMINATIVE -ig, CAUSAL-FINAL -ért, and NOMINAL POSSESSIVE -é do
not cause vowel shortening (e.g. nydrig, tizért, kézé, etc.), although
they are vowel-initial.

e Note that the SUPERESSIVE -on/-en/-6n does not cause vowel shortening
in most cases (e.g. nydron, kézé, etc.). It optionally can if the vowel
is { or i (tizén [ty:zgn/tyz@nl]; vizen [vizen/vizen] ‘on water’).
Fii ‘grass’ always shortens in the SUPERESSIVE: flivin

rx Note that all Vowel-shortening Stems are Lowering Stems (e.g. nyarak
‘summers’, tiizek ‘fires’).

The following is a list of some common nominal Vowel-shortening Stems:

agadr ‘greyhound’ derék  ‘waist’ fedél ‘lid’

bél ‘bowels’ ég ‘sky’ fél ‘half’
bogdr  ‘beetle’ egér ‘mouse’ fenék  ‘buttocks’
csé ‘pipe’ elég ‘enough’ fonal  ‘thread’
dardzs ‘wasp’ ér ‘vein’ fi ‘grass’
aél ‘noon’ ész ‘mind’ gyokér ‘root’
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hét ‘week’ 1] ‘horse’ szamdr ‘donkey’
hid ‘bridge’ lud ‘goose’ szekér  ‘cart’

in ‘tendon’ madadr ‘bird’ szél ‘wind’
Jjég ‘ice’ mész  ‘lime’ szemét  ‘litter’
kandl  ‘spoon’ mocsdr ‘marsh’ szén ‘coal’
kenyér ‘bread’ nehéz  ‘heavy’ szlz ‘virgin’
kerék  ‘wheel’ néy ‘name’ tehén  ‘cow’
kéz ‘hand nydr ‘summer’ tél ‘winter’
kosdr  ‘basket’ nyél ‘handle’ tenyér ‘palm’
koél ‘rope’ nyil ‘arrow’ tér ‘square’
kozép  ‘middle’ nyiil ‘rabbit’ t6 ‘stem’
ké ‘stone’ pardzs ‘embers’ tiz “fire’

kit ‘well’ pohdr  ‘glass, cup’ ur ‘lord’

lé ‘juice’ réz ‘copper’ ut ‘road’
légy ‘fly’ - rud ‘pole’ veréb  ‘sparrow’
lélek ‘soul’ sar ‘mud’ viz ‘water’
levél ‘letter’ sugdr  ‘ray’

vz Note that /élek ‘soul’ is the only Shortening Stem in which the shorten-
ing vowel is not in the last syllable of the stem: Jelket ‘soul+acc’ (it is
also a Vowel-deleting Stem).

4.5 Unrounding Stems

There are a fe?w stems with final § and ¢ that change these vowels into e
gnd a respectively when followed by certain POSSESSIVE/PERSON suffixes,
In particular the ones that may begin with i or j (i.e. all the Plural Possessed

suffixes (see Section 3.3.2) and the Singular Possessed 3rd person suffixes
(see Section 3.3.1)):

erdé ‘forest’ erdeje ‘her forest’ erdeitek ‘your forests’
ajté  ‘door’ ajtaja  ‘his door’ ajtaitok ‘your doors’

The commonest Unrounding Stems are the following:

idé ‘time’ esztendé  ‘year’
erdd ‘forest’ erd ‘power’
ajté ‘door’ tidé ‘lung’
teté ‘top’ mezd ‘field’
zdszI6 ‘flag’

However, these stems may behave in a regular way, i.e. the change is
sometimes optional (e.g. erddje ‘her/his forest’).
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4.6 Final Vowel-deleting Stems

There are three stems, borji ‘calf’, varji ‘crow’, and ifjii ‘youth’, that may
delete their stem-final vowels in the same environment as the one in Sec-
tion 4.5 and before the PLURAL:

borji  borja ‘its calf’ borjaitok ‘your calves’  borjak ‘calves’
ifju ifja ‘her youth’ ifjaitok  ‘your youths’ ifjak  ‘youths’
varjii  varja ‘his crow’  varjaitok ‘your crows’ varjak ‘crows’

However, these stems may behave in a regular way, i.e. the change is
sometimes optional (e.g. varjija ‘her/his/its crow’, borjuk ‘calves’).

4.7 Miscellaneous irregular stems

wF fii ‘son’ has irregular singular and plural possessed forms (it deletes
the final vowel and is a back-harmonic Lowering Stem). Note that fii
‘boyfriend’ is regular:

fi ‘son’ fiu ‘boyfriend’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  1sg fiam fitim
2sg fiad fiud
3sg fia fitija

) ' Ipl  fiunk fiink
2pl fiatok fiutok
3pl fiuk fidjuk

PLURAL POSSESSED 1sg fiaim fidim
2sg fiaid fiuid
3sg  fiai Sfiai
1pl fiaink fiuink
2pl fiaitok fititok
3pl fiaik fivik

sz Some of the singular and plural possessed forms of apa ‘father’ and anya
‘mother’ are irregular (in these forms the stem-final vowel is deleted
and the appropriate suffix-variants attach to the consonant-final stem).
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apa ‘father’ anya ‘mother’

SINGULAR POSSESSED Isg apdm anydm

2sg apdd anydd

3sg apja anyja

Ipl apdnk anydnk

2pl apdtok anydtok

3pl apjuk anyjuk
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg apdim anydim

2sg apdid anydid

3sg apjai/apdi anyjai/anydi

1pl apdink anydink

2pl apditok anydgitok

3pl apjaik/apdik anyjaik/anydik

v Note that for many speakers bdty ‘elder brother’ and dcs ‘younger broth-
er’ only have POSSESSIVE forms.

<y Some of the singular and plural possessed forms of szdj ‘mouth’ have
irregular alt.emative variants (in which the stem-final j is deleted and
the appropriate suffix-variants attach to the vowel-final stem).

szdj ‘mouth’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  lsg szdm/szdjam
2sg szdd/szdjad
3sg szdja

Ipl szdnk/szdjunk
2pl szdtok/szdjatok
3pl szdjuk
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg szdjaim
2sg szdjaid
3sg szdjai
1pl szdjaink
2pl szdjaitok
3pl szdjaik

vz The ACCUSATIVE and the PLURAL of bird Jjudge’ are birdt (rare) and bi-
rdk respectively in addition to the regular forms birét and birék. The
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singul.ar anc.1 plural possessed forms also have irregular alternative vari-
ants (in which the stem-final 6 changes to an 4).

5. Postpositions

bird ‘judge’

SINGULAR POSSESSED  1lsg biram/birém
2sg birdd/biréd
3sg birdaja/biréja
1pl birank/bironk Some of the prepositional meanings found in English are expressed in
2pl birdtok/birsrok Hungarian by postpositions. In this respect postpositions are like case
3pl birdjuk/biréjuk endings. However, they are not attached to the noun itself, but follow it
PLURAL POSSESSED Isg birdim/biréim as a separate word (az eldadds utdn ‘after the performarlce’z ar}d may even
2sg birdid/biréid refer to more than one noun or a nominal group (az eldadds és a vacsora
3sg birdilbirdi utdn ‘after the performance and the dinner’). As their name suggests post-
positions normally follow the noun or nominal group they refer to.
1pl birdink/biréink
2pl birditok/biréitok The most important postpositions are the following:
3pl birdik/biréik . ) )
Post- Orientation Meaning Usage
e The PLURAL of férfi ‘man, male’ is férfiak. position
' elort STATE ‘in front of, before’ SPACE, TIME
elé DIRECTION:5t0 ‘to+in front of” SPACE
eldl DIRECTION:¢-from  ‘from-+in front of” SPACE
maogott STATE ‘behind’ SPACE
mogé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+behind’ SPACE
mogiil DIRECTION:¢-from ‘from+behind’ SPACE
alatt STATE ‘under, below, during’ SPACE, TIME
ald DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+below’ SPACE
alél DIRECTION:¢-from ‘from+below’ SPACE
folotiffelett STATE ‘above, over’ SPACE
folé DIRECTION:—5t0 ‘to+above’ SPACE
foliil DIRECTION:¢-from ‘above’ SPACE
mellett STATE ‘next to’ SPACE
mellé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+next to’ SPACE
melldl DIRECTION:¢from  ‘from-+next to’ SPACE
kozort STATE ‘between, among’ SPACE, TIME
kozé DIRECTION:—t0 ‘to+between/among’  SPACE
koziil DIRECTION:¢from ‘from-+between/among’ SPACE
felé DIRECTION: —5t0 ‘towards’ SPACE
40 feldsl DIRECTION:¢<-from  ‘from the direction of” SPACE
a1
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6. Pronouns

6.1 Demonstrative pronouns

'The commonest demonstrative pronouns are the following:

a) basic set

ez
ezek

ugyanez
ugyanezek

b) extended set

ilyen

ilyenek
ugyanilyen
ugyanilyenek
efféle

effélék
ekkora
ekkordk
ugyanekkora
ugyanekkordk
ennyi

ugyanennyi

‘this’
‘these’

‘the same’
‘the same+pL’

‘such’
‘such+pL’

‘same as this’
‘same as that+pL’

‘this kind’
‘these kinds’

‘this size’
‘this size+pL’

‘this same size’
‘this same size+PL

‘this much’

>

‘this same amount

az
azok

ugyanaz
ugyanazok

olyan
olyanok

ugyanolyan
ugyanolyanok

afféle
affélék
akkora
akkorak

ugyanakkora
ugyanakkordk

annyi

ugyanannyi

‘that’
‘those’

‘the same’
‘the same+pPL

>

‘such’
‘such+pL’

‘same as that’
‘same as that+prL’

‘that kind’
‘those kinds’

‘that size’
‘that size+pL’

‘that same size’
‘that same size+pPL’

‘that much’

‘that same amount’

i Note that ennyi ‘this much’, annyi ‘that much’, ugyanennyi ‘this same
amount’, ugyanannyi ‘that same amount’ do not have plural forms.
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They may be used attributively to qualify a noun in which case the demon-
strative pronouns of the basic set are always followed by the definite article
alaz:

Ez a kutya fekete. “This dog is black.
Azok a fekete kutydk nem ugatnak.  ‘Those black dogs do not bark.’
Ekkora kutydt kaptam. ‘T got this big a dog’

They may be used non-attributively (pronominally):

“This is a black dog.
‘Peter is not like those.
‘I can see them.

‘T got this much.’

Ez egy fekete kutya.

Péter nem olyan mint azok.
Latom ezeket.

Ennyit kaptam.

Demonstrative pronouns can take case endings like nouns. The special
feature of the demonstrative pronouns of the basic set is that the final z of
ez, az completely assimilates to the initial consonant of the attached case
endings (other than the ACCUSATIVE):

ez az
NOMINATIVE ez az ‘this/that’
ACCUSATIVE # ezt azt ‘this/that+AccC’
DATIVE ennek annak “for this/that’
INSTRUMENTAL evvellezzel avvallazzal ‘with this/that’
CAUSAL-FINAL ezért azért “for this/that’
TRANSLATIVE ezzé azzd ‘(turn) into this/that’
INESSIVE ebben abban ‘in this/that’
SUPERESSIVE ezen azon ‘on this/that’
ADESSIVE ennél anndl ‘at this/that’
ILLATIVE ebbe abba ‘into this/that’
ELATIVE ebbdl abbol ‘out of this/that’
DELATIVE errél arrél ‘from this/that’
SUBLATIVE erre arra ‘onto this/that’
ABLATIVE ettbl attol ‘from this/that’
ALLATIVE ehhez ahhoz ‘to this/that’
TERMINATIVE eddig addig ‘up to this/that’
TEMPORAL ekkor akkor ‘at this/that time’

DISTRIBUTIVE-TEMPORAL — -
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DISTRIBUTIVE — -
ASSOCIATIVE - -
FORMALIS ekként akként
ESSIVE - -

‘like this/that’

Demonstrative pronouns of the basic set that qualify nouns have to agree
with the noun in number and case:

ezt a fehér galambot ‘this+Acc white pigeon+acc’
ezeket a fehér galambokat ‘this+PL+ACC white pigeon+pPL+ACC’
ennek a fehér galambnak ‘this+DATIVE white pigeon+DATIVE’

ezeknek a fehér galamboknak “this+PL+DATIVE white pigeon+PL+DATIVE’

Demonstrative pronouns of the extended set do not agree with the noun
in number and case when they qualify nouns (they stand in the SINGULAR
NOMINATIVE):

ilyen galamb
ilyen galambok
ilyen galambot
ilyen galambokat

‘a pigeon like this’
‘pigeons like these’
‘a pigeon like this+acc’
‘pigeons like these+acc’

oz Note that the a_céusative of ilyen, olyan is typically ilyet, olyat instead
of the regular ilyent, olyant (which are also used):

Lattal mdr ilye(n)t?
Nem akarok olya(n)t.

‘Have you seen anything like this?’
‘I don’t want something like that’

6.2 Possessive Pronouns

Unlike English, Hungarian has just one set of possessive pronouns. Only
the nominal (‘mine’) series exists, the attributive (‘my’) series does not.
Possessive pronouns stand alone as true pronouns and are not used to qual-
ify nouns. In attributive positions the POSSESSIVE is expressed by personal
pronouns in the Nominative, and case endings (see Section 23.1 on the
Possessive Construction). Each possessive pronoun exists in singular and
plural according to the number of the possessed things:

Ez a galamb az enyém.
Ezek a galambok az enyéim.

“This pigeon is mine.
‘This+PLURAL pigeons are mine+PLURAL’
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SINGULAR POSSESSED enyém ‘mine’
tied, tiéd ‘yours’
ové ‘his/hers/(its)
mienk, miénk ‘ours’
tietek, tiétek ‘yours’
ovék ‘theirs’
PLURAL POSSESSED enyéim, enyémek  ‘mine’
tieid ‘yours’
Ovéi, ovék ‘his/hers/(its)
mieink ‘ours’
tieitek ‘yours’
ovéik ‘theirs’

s Note that there is no gender distinction in the 3rd person singular. Pos-
sessive pronouns may receive the usual case endings (e.g. ACCUSATIVE
Jvéit, DATIVE enyémnek, etc.).

6.3 Personal Pronouns
The personal pronouns are:

lsg én‘T’ 1pl  mi ‘we’
2sg  te ‘you,,’ 2pl  # ‘youy’
3sg  J‘(s)hefit’ 3sg Jk

1 The 2nd person pronouns te, ti have alternative forms 6n, 6ndk and
maga, maguk which are used in more formal styles. The difference
between te, ti vs. dn, ondk [ maga, maguk corresponds to the difference
between German du, ihr vs. Sie. The pronouns dn, dnék [ maga, maguk
take the regular nominal case endings (e.g. Accusative dnt, magdt;
Dative onnek, magdnak, etc). Note that although these pronouns are
second person pronouns, they require third person verb forms.

Compare:

“Where are you going?’
‘Where are you going?’

Te hova mész?
Maga/On hova megy?

v Note that there is no gender distinction in the 3™ person singular. 0 and

its corresponding inflected forms may equally mean ‘he’ or ‘she’ (or
rarely ‘it’)
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6.3.1 Case

Personal pronouns may be inflected for most of the cases. Most of the
inflected pronominal forms consist of a given variant of a case suffix func-

tioning as a stem plus a POSSESSIVE

show no gender distinction.

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
CAUSAL-FINAL
TRANSLATIVE

INESSIVE
SUPERESSIVE
ADESSIVE

ILLATIVE
ELATIVE
DELATIVE
SUBLATIVE
ABLATIVE
ALLATIVE
TERMINATIVE

TEMPORAL
DISTRIBUTIVE-
TEMPORAL

DISTRIBUTIVE
ASSOCIATIVE
FORMALIS
ESSIVE

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
CAUSAL-FINAL
TRANSLATIVE
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1sg

én ‘T

engem ‘me’
nekem ‘for me’

velem ‘with me’
értem ‘for me’

bennem ‘in me’
rajtam ‘on me’
ndlam ‘at me’

belém ‘into me’
belblem ‘out of me’
rélam ‘abput me’
rdm ‘onto me’
télem ‘from me’
hozzdm ‘to me’

1pl

mi ‘we’
minket/benniinket ‘us’
nekiink ‘for us’

veliink ‘with us’
értiink ‘for us’

2sg

fe ‘you’

téged ‘you’
neked ‘for you’

veled ‘with you’
érted ‘for youw’

benned ‘in you’
rajtad ‘on you’
ndlad ‘at you’

beléd ‘into youw’
beléled ‘out of you’
rélad ‘about you’
rdd ‘onto you’
téled ‘from you’
hozzdd ‘to you’

2pl

i ‘you’
titeket/benneteket ‘you’
nektek ‘for you’

veletek ‘with you’
értetek ‘for you’

/PERSON ending. Personal pronouns

3sg

J ‘he/she/it’

4t ‘him/her/it’

neki ‘for him/her/it’
vele ‘with him/her/it’
érte ‘for him/her/it’
benne ‘in him/her/it’
rajta ‘on him/her/it’
ndla ‘at him/her/it’

belé ‘into him/her/it’

belsle ‘out of him/her/it’

réla ‘about him/her/it’
rd ‘onto him/her/it’
t6le ‘from him/her/it’
hozzd ‘to him/her/it’

Ok ‘they’
Oket ‘them’
nekik ‘for them’

veliik ‘with them’
értiik ‘for them’

6. Pronouns

INESSIVE benniink ‘in us’

SUPERESSIVE  rajtunk ‘on us’
ADESSIVE ndlunk ‘at us’
ILLATIVE belénk ‘into us’
ELATIVE beldliink ‘out of us’
DELATIVE rolunk ‘about us’
SUBLATIVE rdnk ‘onto us’
ABLATIVE téliink ‘from us’
ALLATIVE hozzdnk ‘to us’
TERMINATIVE ~ —
TEMPORAL —
DISTRIBUTIVE-

TEMPORAL  —
DISTRIBUTIVE —
ASSOCIATIVE ~— —
FORMALIS -
ESSIVE -

bennetek ‘in you’
rajtatok ‘on you’
ndlatok ‘at you’

belétek ‘into you’

beldletek out of you’

rélatok ‘about you’
rdtok ‘onto you’
toletek ‘from you’
hozzdtok ‘to you’

benniik ‘in them’
rajtuk ‘on them’
ndluk ‘at them’
beléjiik ‘into them’
beldliik ‘out of them’
roluk ‘about them’
rdjuk ‘onto them’
t6liik ‘from them’
hozzdjuk ‘to them’

Similarly to the forms of pronouns inflected for case, some postpositions
may form postpositional pronominal forms (see Chapter 5).

6.4 Reflexive Pronouns

6.4.1 Form

The reflexive pronouns are the following:

1sg magam ‘myself’ 1pl magunk ‘ourselves’ ’
2sg magad ‘yourself’ 2pl  magatok :yourselves ’
3sg maga  ‘himself/herself/itself’ 3pl maguk themselves

They can sometimes appear prefixed with dn- (e.g. énmagam, énmagad,
etc.) and sajdt (sajdt magam, sajdt magad, etc.).

Reflexive pronouns can be inflected for case like regular nouns (e.g. ACCU-
SATIVE magam(at), DATIVE magamnak, SUPERESSIVE magamon, etc.), may
receive singular and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE endings (e.g. magamé
‘that of my own’, magadéi ‘those of your own’), and. may have smgula,r
and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE suffixes + CASE suffixes (e.g. magamft
‘that of my own+ACCUSATIVE’, magadéinak ‘those of your own+DATIVE’)
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w= Note that the ACCUSATIVE ending is optional in the 1% and 2™ persons.

Lattam magamat a tiikorben. ‘1 saw myself in the mirror’
Ldttam magam a tiikorben. ‘I saw myself in the mirror’

6.4.2 Usage

Reflexive pronouns are used in object or adverbial position if the subject
of the sentence and the object/adverbial refer to the same person/thing:

Ldtja magdt a tiikorben.
Magdban beszél.

‘(S)he can see herself/himself in the mirror.
‘S(he) talks to herself/himself.

Some verbs require a reflexive pronoun as a dependent:
elnevet ‘burst out laughing’ FElneverte magdt. ‘(S)he burst out laughing.’

Reflexive pronouns can be used instead of personal pronouns to express
emphasis:

Magam megyek oda. ‘I myself will go there.
Magdt az elnkor sértették meg. ‘They insulted the president
himself/herself.

They can be used to express the meaning ‘alone’:

Magad vagy a vildgban. “You are alone in this world.’

6.5 Reciprocal pronoun
There is only one reciprocal pronoun:

egymds ‘each-other’

Egymds can be inflected for case like regular nouns (e.g. ACCUSATIVE egy-
mdst, DATIVE egymdsnak, SUPERESSIVE egymdson, etc.), may receive sin-
gular and plural NOMINAL POSSESSIVE endings (e.g. egymdsé ‘that of each-
other’, egymdséi ‘those of each-other’), and may have singular and plural
NOMINAL POSSESSIVE suffixes + CASE suffixes (e.g. egymdsét ‘that of each-
other+ACCUSATIVE’, egymdséinak ‘those of each-other+DATIVE’).

‘We love each-other’
“They could not be lovers/husband and wife.
literally: ‘They could not be each-other’s.

Szeretjiik egymdst
Nem lehettek egymdséi.
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6.6 Interrogative and Relative Pronouns, Interrogative

and Relative Adverbs

6.6.1 Interrogative pronouns

The interrogative pronouns introduce wh-questions. They are the

following:
ki? ‘who?’
mi? ‘what?’
melyik? ‘which?’
milyen? ‘what kind?’
miféle? ‘what sort?’
mekkora? ‘what size?’
hdny? ‘how many?’
mennyi? ‘how much?’

hdnyadik, hanyadik?

‘which one (in a sequence: 1st, 2nd, ...)?

The interrogative pronouns may receive the plural and the same case end-

ings as nouns:

mit? ‘what+acc?’

miket? ‘what+pPL+ACC?’

milyennek? ‘for ‘what kind?’
milyeneknek? ‘for ‘what kind+PL?’
hényadikkal? ‘with which (in a sequence)?’
hényadikakkal? ~ ‘with which (in a sequence)+PL?
mifélévé? ‘(turn) into what sort?’
mifélékké? ‘(turn) into what sort+pL?’
melyikben? ‘in which?’

melyikekben? ‘in which+pL?’

mennyibol? ‘from how much?’
mekkorandl? ‘at what size?’

mekkordkndl? ‘at what size+pL?’

hdnytol? ‘from how many?’

efc.

ACCUSATIVE
ACCUSATIVE

DATIVE
DATIVE

INSTRUMENTAL
INSTRUMENTAL

TRANSLATIVE
TRANSLATIVE

INESSIVE
INESSIVE

ELATIVE

ADESSIVE
ADESSIVE

ABLATIVE

s Note that hdny?, mennyi? do not have a plural. Note also that hdnykor?

means ‘at which hour?’
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6. Pronouns

= Note that the accusative of milyen? is typically milyet? instead of the
regular milyent? (which is also used):

Milye(n)t lattdl? ‘What kind did you see?’

The interrogative pronouns melyik?, milyen?, miféle?, mekkora?, hdny?,
mennyi?, hdnyadik?, hanyadik? may only receive case endings in truly
pronominal function, i.e. when they stand alone. They have no case end-
ings when they qualify a noun or an adjective:

Melyik kényvet olvastad? ‘Which book have you read?’
Mennyi vizben fiirodtél? ‘How much water did you bathe in?’
Milyen kulcesal nyitottad ‘What kind of key did you open

ki az ajtot? the door with?’

6.6.2 Relative pronouns

Relative pronouns stand at the beginning of dependent (relative clauses)
and refer back to something already mentioned in the main clause (their
antecedent). They are formed by prefixing a- to intetrogative pronouns:

aki ‘who, that’

amely * ‘which, that’

ami ‘which, that’

amelyik ‘which’

amilyen ‘the kind of which’

amiféle ‘the sort of which’

amekkora ‘what size’

ahdny ‘how many’

amennyi ‘how much’

ahdnyadik ‘which one (in a sequence: 1st, 2nd...)

With the exception of ahdny, amennyi relative pronouns may receive the
plural, and they have to agree with their antecedent in number:

Lattam a lanyt, aki a szobdban iilt.
‘I saw the girl who was sitting in the room.

Ldrtam a ldnyokat, akik a szobdban iiltek.
‘I saw the girls who were sitting in the room.

Similarly to interrogative pronouns, relative pronouns may receive case
endings as well (their inflection is identical with that of the interrogative

pronouns), but they do not have to agree with their antecedent according
to case:
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Adtam néhdny csontot a kutvanak, amely'i_kva s;obdban L'ilt.,
‘] gave a few bones to the dog that was sitting in the room.

A ldny, akit ldttam, a szobdban iilt.
“The girl [ saw was sitting in the room.

6.6.3.1 Interrogative Adverbs

hol?

merre?

hova? | hova?
meddig?
honnan?
merrdl?
mettdl?
mikor?
midta?
meddig?
hogy(an)?
mennyi ideig?

Meirre mész?
Honnan jon?

Hogy érzik magukat?
Meddig érsz ra?

6.6.3.2 Relative Adverbs

ahol
amerre
ahova [ ahovd
ameddig
ahonnan
amerrdl
amettdl
amikor
amidta
ameddig
ahogy(an)

6.6.3 Interrogative and relative adverbs

Interrogative adverbs and relative adverbs have a fqnction similar to inter-
ve pronouns and relative pronouns respectlv_ely, but they cannot
receive case and plural endings. They are the following:

‘where?’

‘in which direction?’
‘to where?’

‘up to which point?’
‘from where?’

‘from which direction?’
“from which point in time/space?’
‘when?’

‘since when?’

“until when?”’

‘how?’

‘how long?’

‘In which direction are you going?’
“Where is he/she/it coming from?
‘How do they feel?’

“Until when are you free?’

‘where’

‘in which direction’

‘to where’

‘up to which point, as long as’
‘from where’

‘from which direction’

‘from which point in time/space’
‘when’

‘since when’

‘until when’

< 9
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Elmentem a hdzhoz, ahonnan jottem.
‘T went to the house where I came from”.

Mondd meg a pontos iddt, amikor taldlkozzunk.
“Tell me the exact time when we should meet.

Sometimes the a- prefix of relative pronouns and adverbs can be left out:
Jitlia olvasott, (a)mikor hazaértem.
‘Julia was reading when I got home!

s Note that there is always a comma before a relative pronoun/adverb,

regardiess whether the relative clause it introduces is restrictive or non-
restrictive.

6.7 Indefinite pronouns

Indefinite pronouns begin with the prefix vala-, bdr- or akdr-, which is
added to interrogative pronouns. The commonest ones are the following:

valaki ‘someone’

valamely ‘some’

valami ‘something’

valamelyik ' ‘one or the other’

valamilyen *  ‘some kind of”

valamiféle ‘some kind of’

valamekkora ‘some size’

valahdny ‘some number of’

valamennyi ‘some number/amount of”’

valahdnyadikivalahanyadik ‘some item’ (in a sequence: 1%, 274 )

barki akarki ‘anyone’

bdrmely akdrmely ‘no matter which’

barmi akdrmi ‘anything’

barmelyik akarmelyik ‘no matter which’

bdrmilyen akdrmilyen ‘no matter what kind’

barmiféle akarmiféle ‘no matter what kind’

barmekkora akarmekkora ‘no matter what size’

barmennyi akdrmennyi ‘no matter how
much/many’

barhanyadik/ akdrhdnyadik ‘no matter which one’ (in

barhanyadik

a sequence: 1%, 2nd )

Most of them may be used attributively to qualify a noun or non-attribu-
tively (pronominally):
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Valamelyik bardtjaval taldlkozott. ‘She met one of her frie’nds.’
Taldlkozott valamelyikkel. ‘She met one (of them).

Akdrmekkora kovet fel tudott emelni.  ‘He could l%ft a stone of any s’ize.’
Akdrmekkordt fel tudott emelni. ‘He could lift one of any size.

When used non-attributively, these pronouns may receive the usyal nom-
inal case endings, and with the exception of the ones ending in -hdny,
-mennyi may occur in the plural.

Taldlkozott valamelyikkel. ‘She met one (of them). o
Akdrmekkordt fel tudott emelni. ‘He could lift one of any size. -

6.8 Universal pronouns
The universal pronouns are the following:

mindenki ‘everyquy’
minden ‘everything/all’
mindegyik ‘every, each’
mindenféle “all kinds’

Most of them may be used attributively to qualify a noun or.non~attribu—
tively (pronominally). Mindenki is typically not used attributively.

Mindegyik bardtjdval taldlkozott. ‘She met all of her frie,nds.’
Talalkozott mindegyikkel. ‘She met all (of them).

Mindenféle kényvet el tudott olvasni. ‘He could read all ki_nds of books.
Mindenfélét el tudott olvasni. ‘He could read all kinds
(of things)’

When used non-attributively, these pronouns may receive the usual nomi-
nal case endings, and may occur in the plural.

‘She met ally, (of them)’
“He could read all kindsacc

Taldlkozott mindegyikkel.
Mindenfélét el tudott olvasni.

(of things)’
6.9 Negative pronouns
The negative pronouns are the following:
senki ‘noquy’
semmi ‘nothing’
semelyik ‘not any of them’
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semmt:lyen ‘not of any kind’
semmiféle ‘not of any kind’
semekkora ‘not of any size’

?/Ioit (()f them 1_113/1 b)e used attributively to qualify a noun or non-attribu-
tvely (pronomunally). Senki and semmi are typically not used attributi
(See Section 23.4 on double negation). TRy red attributively:

Semelyilf bardtjdaval nem taldlkozott. ‘She niet none of her friends’
Nem taldlkozott semelyikkel sem. ‘She met none (of them). .
Semmilyen kényvet nem tudotr elolvasni. ‘He could read i

‘ . no kind of book’
Semmilye(n)t nem tudott elolvasni. ‘He could read no kind.’0 o0k

Whep used non—aFtributively, these pronouns may receive the usual
nominal case endings, and may occur in the plural.

Nem taldlkozott semelyikkel sem ‘She met
‘ y . none of th J
Semmilye(n)t sem tudott elolvasni. ‘He could readINrS;(-)R l(<ind::’1)
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7.1 Adjectives

Adjectives may be used attributively or non-attributively. In attributive
function they precede the nouns (or the nouns modified by other adjec-
tives) that they modify:

egy nagy kutya ‘a big dog’
a szép lany ‘the beautiful girl’
hét szomorii sziirke szamar ‘seven sad grey donkeys’

In attributive function adjectives may not receive CASE or the PLURAL, and
thus appear unsuffixed:

nagy kutydk ‘a big dogs’
a szép ldnyrol ‘about the beautiful girl’ (DELATIVE)

hét szomori sziirke szamdrnak . ‘for seven sad grey donkeys’ (DATIVE)

Adjectives in non-attributive function are basically predicative. In this case
they agree in number with the subject:

Ezek a hdzak hatalmasak.
“These houses are huge’

Ez a hdz hatalmas.
“This house is huge.

A szeme sotétkék volt. A szemei sotétkékek voltak.
‘Her/his eye was dark blue. ‘Her/his eyes were dark blue’

Adjectives can stand for adjective+noun groups whose noun has already
been mentioned or is known from the context (just like pronouns can stand
for nouns or noun groups):

Melyik 16 nyert? A fekete.

‘Which horse won?’ ‘The black one.

Két didk volt a szobaban. A sz6ke olvasott.

‘There were two students “The blond one was reading.’
in the room.
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When adjectives stand for adjective+noun groups, they function as nouns
and thus may receive the usual nominal CASE endings and the PLURAL suffix:

A két kutya koziil a feketének a fiile fehér.
‘Of the two dogs the black one’s (+DAT) ear is white.’

Ne vedd meg a drdgdt, amikor az olcsd is elég jo.

‘Don’t buy the expensive one(+ACC) when the cheap one (Nom) is good
enough’

A rosszakrdl ne is beszéljiink!
‘Let’s not talk about the bad ones(+PL+DEL).

Annak a magasnak hoztam egy kis ajandékot.
‘I’ve brought a little present for that tall one(+DAT).

1" Note that adjectives behave as Lowering Stems when they receive suf-
fixes: e.g. magasat ‘tall+Acc’, magasak ‘tall+pL’, véréset ‘red+Acc’,
vorosek ‘red+pL’, zoldet ‘green+AccC’, zoldek ‘green+pL’ etc.

There are some exceptional non-lowering adjectival stems: agg ‘very old’:
aggok ‘very old+pL’, aggot ‘very old+Acc’, nagy ‘big’ nagyok ‘big+pL’,
nagyot ‘big+acc’. All adjectives denoting nationalities are non-lowering:
gorogok ‘Greek+pL’; angolok ‘English+pL’, etc.

sz~ Note that the adjective kis ‘small’ cannot be used predicatively; in pred-
icative function the adjective kicsi ‘small’ occurs instead:

Ez egy kis/kicsi konyv.

‘This is a small book.
Ez a kényv kicsi.

‘This book is small.

sz When proper names are used as adjectives they usually no longer begin
with a capital letter. Compare

Azt hiszem Japdn sziger.

vs. A japdn kakasok kicsik.
‘I think Japan is an island.

‘Japanese roosters are small.

Hol van Anglia? vs. Az angol kocsik nagyszeriiek.
‘Where is England?’ ‘English cars are wonderful’

7.1.1 Comparative and Superiative forms

Most adjectives have endings that indicate comparative and superlative
degree.

The comparative ending after consonant-final stems is -abb/ebb where
the choice of the variant is determined by Vowel Harmony:
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halk ‘low (voice)’
gazdag  ‘rich’

kerek ‘round’
meleg ‘hot’

erds ‘strong’

zold ‘green’

halkabb ‘lower (voice)’
gazdagabb ‘richer’
kerekebb ‘rounder’
melegebb ‘hotter’
erdsebb ‘stronger’
zoldebb ‘greener’

The vowel of the comparative ending is unstable: the vowelless variant
-bb occurs after stems that end in a vowel:

fekete ‘black’

buta ‘stupid’
olcsé ‘cheap’
szomory ‘sad’
keseri ‘sour’
sunyi ‘sneaky’

feketébb ‘blacker’
butabb ‘stupider’
olcsobb ‘cheaper’
szomoribb ‘sadder’
keseriibb ‘sourer’
sunyibb ‘sneakier’

The superlative is similar to the comparative, but in addition to the -abb/
—ebbl-bb suffix the stem takes the non-harmonic leg- prefix as well:

halk ‘low (voice)’
gazdag  ‘rich’
kerek ‘round’
meleg ‘hot’
erds ‘strong’
zold ‘green’
fekete ‘black’
buta ‘stupid’
olcsé ‘cheap’
szomorh ‘sad’
keserii ‘sour’
sunyi ‘sneaky’

leghalkabb ‘lowest (voice)’
leggazdagabb ‘richest’
legkerekebb ‘roundest’
legmelegebb  ‘hottest’

legerdsebb ‘strongest’
legzoldebb ‘greenest’
legfekerébb ‘blackest’
legbutabb ‘stupidest’
legolcsobb ‘cheapest’
legszomorubb  ‘saddest’
legkeseribb ‘sourest’
legsunyibb ‘sneakiest’

s Comparative and superlative forms are often used with the suffix -ik
indicating ‘unique identification’. The suffix -ik can onlyf occur when
the noun phrase is definite or when the noun phrase the adjective stands

for is definite.

Egy erdsebb lovat akarok.
Az erdsebb lovat akarom.
Az erésebbik lovat akarom.

Egy erdsebbet akarok.

‘I want a stronger horse.
‘T want the stronger horse.
‘I want the stronger horse.

‘[ want a stronger one’
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Az erdsebbet akarom.
Az erésebbiket akarom.

‘I want the stronger one.
‘I want the stronger one.

7.1.2 Irregular adjectives
Some adjectival stems have irregular comparative and superlative forms:

Jjé  ‘good’ Jjobb  ‘better’ legjobb  ‘best’

szép ‘beautiful’ szebb ‘more beautiful’ legszebb ‘most beautiful’
sok ‘many, much’ ¢5bb ‘more’ legtdbb  ‘most’

kicsi ‘small’ kisebb ‘smaller’ legkisebb ‘smallest’

vz Note that kisebb and legkisebb are pronounced with a long [f:]:
[kif:eb:], [lek:1f:eb:].

The four adjectives below delete their stem-final vowel in the compara-
tive and the superlative:

hosszii ‘long’ hosszabb  ‘longer’ leghosszabb  ‘longest’
konnyii “light’ konnyebb ‘lighter’ legkdnnyebb ‘lightest’
lassu  ‘slow’ lassabb  ‘slower’ leglassabb  ‘slowest’
ifju ‘young’ ifjabb ‘younger’ legifjabb ‘youngest’

Bé ‘loose’ is a v-stem in the comparative and the superlative:

bo ‘loose’ bévebb  ‘looser’ legbbvebb ‘loosest’

Some adjectives are vowel-shortening stems in the comparative and the
superlative:

kevés ‘few, little’ kevesebb ‘fewer,less’ legkevesebb ‘fewest, least’
derék ‘honest’ derekabb ‘more honest’ legderekabb ‘most honest’
szemét ‘mean’ szemetebb ‘meaner’ legszemetebb ‘meanest’

1 Note that derék ‘honest’ is an anti-harmonic stem, i.e. it exceptionally
takes the back-vowel variants of harmonizing suffixes (See Chapter 1).

Some adjectives exceptionally do not have a suffix in the superlative:

alsé  ‘bottom’  alsébb  ‘lower’ legalsé  ‘bottommost’
felsé  ‘top’ felsébb  ‘higher’ legfelsd  ‘topmost’
kiilsé " ‘outside’  kiilsébb ‘outer’ legkiilsé ‘outermost’
belsé ‘inside’ belsébb ‘inner’ legbelsd ‘innermost’
szélsd ‘side’ 5zélsébb ‘more to the side’ legszélsé ‘outermost’
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w= Note that nagyobb ‘bigger’, legnagyobb ‘biggest’ have -obb instead of
the regular -abb.

7.2 Adverbs

Adverbs modify adjectives, verbs or clauses. Some a’dverbs hfive no spe:
cial endings (e.g. otthon ‘at home’, itt ‘here’, ott ‘thgre . ,holnap to‘mortfovi »
rogton ‘immediately’, soha ‘never’, néha ‘sometimes’, gyalog ‘on foot’,
etc.), others have adverb-forming suffixes.

There is a more or less regular way of deriving adverbs tjrom adjectives
by suffixing -an/-en or -ull-iil to adjectival stems. The choice between the
variants -an vs. -en and -ul vs. -iil is determined by Yowel Harmony, but
the choice between -an/-en vs. -ul/-iil is somewhat 1d}osyncrat1c. After
vowel-final stems, a vowelless variant of these suffixes 1s used (see Chap-

ter 22 on word-formation).
erdsen ‘strongly’ rj?sszul :badl?"
gyengén ‘weakly’ Jol well

s Note that nagyon means ‘very’ or ‘stron_gly" (Nagyon é’des. ‘(S)he/it 1s
very sweet’, Nagyon meglitotte “(S)he hit him/her hard’).

s The names of languages require the -ul/-ii] suffix to express the m’eamng
‘in a given language’: angolul ‘in English’, németil ‘in German’, etc.

7.2.1 Comparative and superlative forms

The comparison of comparable adverbs is formed }ike that qf adjectives:
The comparative suffix precedes the adverbial suffixes mentioned above:

vadul ‘wildly’ szeliden ‘gently’ ’
vadabbul ‘more wildly’ szelidebben ‘more gently’
legvadabbul ‘most wildly’ legszelidebben ‘most gently

Note the irregular comparisons:

COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

jol ‘well’ Jjobban /egpéban
Jkint, kinn ‘outside’ kijjebb legkz]jgbb
bent, benn ‘inside’ beljebb legbeljebb
fent, fenn ‘up’ feljebb legfel‘j‘ebb
lent, lenn ‘down’ lejjebD leglejjebb

61



7. Adjectives and Adverbs

7.3 Comparative constructions

Equality (or its negation) is expressed by the base form of adjectives and
adverbs and the construction: olyan ADJ/ADVy,., mint X:

Jdanos olyan lassu, mint én.
‘John is as slow as I am.

Jénos nem olyan lasst, mint én.
‘John is not as slow as I am.

Ez a toll olyan j6, mint az enyém.
“This pen is as good as mine.

Ez a toll nem plyan j6, mint az enyém.
“This pen is not as good as mine.

Olyan gyorsan vezet, mint Janos.
‘(S)he drives as fast as John does.

Nem olyan gyorsan vezet, mint Janos.

‘(S)he does not drive as fast as John does.
Inequality (or its negation) may be expressed by the comparative form of
adjectives and ad